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That is the harangue of this Captain; and, in my
opinion, it would, if the subject moved him, pass in
the judgment of many for one of those of Titus Livi-
us; it seemed to me very persuasive. In effect, I
replied that he laid us under obligations by the affec-
tion he showed for us, which he had made apparent
[171] on several occasions, but above all on this one;
that we were perfectly satisfied with the idea of trans-
porting our Cabin to his Village; that we had in-
tended doing this for a long time, and had only
stayed at Jkonatiria as in a Village which was depend-
ing on him, and was keeping apart only for a time;
but, nevertheless, we could not yet resolve to pledge
our word unless the Captains of the five Villages
which were to meet would promise us, in the first
place, in the name of all their subjects, that they
would be content to receive the Faith, to believe all
that we believe, and to live as we do. I then took
occasion to repeat to him a few of the principal mys-
teries of our Faith, and tried especially to show him
how easy it ought to be for them on this point, since
God commanded us to do nothing which was not
most reasonable, and which they themselves would
not afterwards consider very advantageous for the
Country. He listened to me very attentively, and
promised to make a faithful report of our talk to the
Council,—adding that, so far as he was concerned,
he was of a mind to be baptized, and that all in his
Cabin were similarly inclined.

[172] The Council took place some days after; this
Captain was there. He was asked what was the final
sentiment and decision of the French. He replied
that we made some objection. They asked him what
it was. ‘‘ They do not wish,” he said, ‘‘ to go to a



